MILES SWEENY. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 18 July 1854 /or, 

COPIES ** of Correspondence that has taken place between the Irish 
Government and the Magistrates of the County of Donegal , relative to the 
Liberation or Ticket of Leave of Miles Sweeny , a Man convicted in 1851.” 



Sir. _ Fort Stewart, Ra melton, 6 May 1854. 

By directions from the magistrates assembled yesterday at Letterkenny, I 
have the honour to transmit to you the accompanying Memorial, and to request 
that you will lay the same before his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. Stewart. 

Major Larcom, &c. &c. &,c. Vice Lieutenant. 



To his Excellency Edward Granville , Earl of St. Germans, Lord Lieutenant 
General, and General Governor of Ireland. 



May it please your Excellency, 

We the undersigned magistrates of the county of Donegal, with the most 
anxious desire to carry into effect the wishes and decisions of Government as 
well as the law of the land, crave leave to lay before your Excellency the very 
great increase of difficulty thrown in the way of our duty by the plan at present 
adopted of granting “ tickets of leave ” to convicts, whereby they may return 
to the scenes of their former crimes. 

In this county two prisoners of the name of Sweeny, Miles and Shelian, 
brothers, were tried at the summer assizes of 1851, for a burglary, assault, and 
robbery, upon a man named William Starrett, of which assault and its con- 
sequences the man subsequently died. The cause of the outrage was agrarian, 
the enforcing a compensation from Starrett for land given to his father, whence 
the Sweenys, or their father, had been ejected years before. They were con- 
victed, and sentenced to 10 years’ transportation. Miles Sweeny has been at large 
in this very district since the winter of 1853. 



We the undersigned, with the utmost respect, submit for the consideration of 
your Excellency the great encouragement this man’s enlargement gives to the 
Ribbon confederacy, a system organized expressely to protect landholders against 
the laws, and so prevalent now in this county, that, as your Excellency is aware, 
the greater part of it is proclaimed, and not only to afford encouragement to the 
evildoers, but to impart increased terror and dismay to the well disposed, and 
to render it still more hopeless than it has hitherto been to obtain information 
or assistance to bring offenders to justice, and very earnestly to pray your 
Excellency, that in the solitary instances of conviction upon offences arising out 
of “ Ribbonism,” the prisoners may not be allowed “ tickets of leave” to return 
home, which are considered, and indeed cannot be distinguished by an ignorant 
people from a pardon, and are therefore calculated to render the law still more 
impotent than it is, in all such cases. 



(signed) 



Court House, Letterkenny, 
5 May 1854. 



Jos. Stewart. 

E. S. Hayes. 

R. G. Montgomery. 
Wm. Knox. 

John R. Boyd. 

Will. Fenwick. 
James Hewitt. 

Wm. Young. 

John Cochran. 

John S. Charley. 



Anty. Hastings. 
Thomas Patterson. 
John Chambers. 
John Sproule. 

Will. Wray. 

Francis Forster. 

J. Johnston. 

Geo. C. Gore Wray. 
Thos. Brooke. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO MILES SWEENY. 



Sir, . Dublin Castle, 10 May 1854. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant, transmitting a memorial from the magistrates of the county 
of Donegal; and to acquaint you that' his Excellency is fully sensible of the 
necessity of repressing agrarian outrage by every means at his disposal, aud will 
not fail to do so. The magistrates will, however, perceive that his Excellency can 
do no otherwise than consider each convict’s case which is presented to him on its 
individual merits. 

The Lord Lieutenant observes, however, that the abolition of transportation 
of necessity leads to the restoration sooner or later of all convicts to the com- 
munity at home. In the instance referred to iji the Memorial, that of Miles 
Sweeny, I am to inform you that the mitigation of his punishment bad the 
concurrence of the learned Judge before whom the prisoner was tried. 

I have. See. 

Sir James Stewart, Bart., -(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Vice Lieutenant, County of Donegal, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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